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such an objective channel. And I may be per-
mitted to say, in passing, that I shall sedulously
avoid mooting the question in such a manner that
it may be considered to bear directly upon, or to
interfere with, any man's theological profession.
Every word I shall utter will, as far as I am aware,
be consistent with any form of theological opinion,
whether it be of a Catholic or a Protestant charac-
ter. It must be evident, however, to every reflect-
ing mind, that as the abettors of tradition have
chosen to make a philosophical principle out of it;
as they have attempted to shut us up to this one
plan of attaining certitude in all our knowledge;
and as they have taken their stand mainly upon the
theological aspect of the question, it is impossible
for us to meet their arguments without fighting
somewhat upon the same platform. This must be
my apology for touching so largely, as we shall be
obliged to do to-night, upon the ground of theology.
I hope to do so, however, I repeat, simply in its
philosophical relations, without trenching upon the
sphere of any man's conscientious religious opinions.
All I can say is simply this, that if it be the prin-
ciple of any community to reject the power of the
human reason altogether, and to deny it the capa-
city of ever attaining any kind of certitude, then,
in the name of philosophy itself, as whose advocate
I profess to stand forth to-night, nay, in the name
of common sense and of humanity, we must come
into collision with a system which would extinguish
all human thinking, properly so called, and reduce